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IONIA COMMUNITY LIBRARY
COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT
Materials for individuals of varying ages, educational levels and interests will be acquired.  Effort is always made to provide balanced collection of current popular titles and core materials that will help each person in their pursuit of education, information research, pleasure and the creative use of their education and leisure time.
The Library Bill of Rights and the Freedom to Read Statement have been endorsed by the Ionia Community Library Board and are integral parts of the policy. The American Library defines intellectual freedom as “the right to every individual to both seek and receive information from all points of view without restriction. It provides for free access to all expressions of ideas through which any and all sides of a question cause or movement may be explored.” 
Selection of materials is the duty of the librarian with suggestions from patrons always considered and will be purchased when possible always considering usage by other patrons, and cost.  If purchasing is not feasible every effort will be made to obtain the item via inter-library loan.
Generally accepted selection tools and references will be used to aid the librarian in material purchases. Main considerations when purchasing or accepting gift materials are individual merit of each item, popular appeal/demand, existing holdings, and budget. Gifts become the property of the library to be used, or disposed of, based on the library’s needs.
NON-FICTION

Every effort will be made to maintain an up-to-date selection of a limited number of non-fiction materials for readers of all levels.  With the availability of much up-to-date materials via reliable internet sources, much of our non-fiction will be obtained in that manner as needed.  Certain areas of popularity will be maintained in book format.

This library does not cater to nor discriminate against any religious group.  Purchase of religious books is largely limited to those of general nature that define that religion.  Gift books on religion will be considered only on those same guidelines.  

FICTION ADULT, YA and EASY

Every effort will be made to satisfy readers of differing tastes, interests, purposes and reading levels.  Attention will be given to the readers’ favorite authors and subjects.

YA collection is designed for middle school to high school age readers.

EASY collection is designed for children that need to be read to and children that are just learning to read.  

All collections offer as wide a variety of topics as possible. When readers’ request certain authors or subject matter we try to fill that request with purchases for our collection or will inter-library loan.
MAGAZINES/NEWSPAPERS
A variety of magazines will be supplied for the various ages, reading levels, interest and needs/wants of the
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patrons. Recreational magazines will be kept as storage permits, which is less than 2 years for most subscriptions.  Reference magazines formerly accessed via EBSCO are now being accessed via the local school’s subscription to EBSCO. 
Newspaper subscriptions are the New Hampton Tribune and Charles City Press.  Back issues of the county paper are retained for three months.
WEEDING
Books and materials are withdrawn for the following reasons: Unnecessary and outdated material, books that are no longer of interest or in demand, worn or mutilated copies. Uncirculated for 7 years, and lack of current interest are also considerations for the removal of books. Used, frayed copies of favorites will be replaced as needed.
Local and Iowa History will not be classified under the above criteria.

Weeding is an on-going process.

Censorship is a purely individual matter. Responsibility for the reading/viewing/listening material of children and adolescents rests with their parent or legal guardian. The library does not stand in loco parentis. No material shall be removed from the collection save under the procedures for Reconsideration of Library Materials adopted by this Board of Trustees. 
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